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Salt water covers seven-tenths of the earth’s
surface. Four hundred feet below the ocean’s
waves lies the Continental Shelf filled
with vital raw materials unexplored and un-
exploited. Yet, while man is travelling the
cosmos and heading for the moon, the
science of oceanography remains relatively
primitive. In THE DEEPEST DAYS Robert
Sténuit, who was chief diver for Edwin A.
Link, the father of the Man in Sea project,
tells the exciting, adventure-filled story of a
spectacular leap in that science—from danger-
ous and ineffective ““hard-hat” deep diving to
the beginnings of systematic, productive un-
dersea research. A story that was climaxed
by a record-breaking dive in which author
Sténuit and Jon Lindbergh lived and worked
in an undersea house at 432 feet for 49
hours—a feat that helped pioneer the way
for the recent exploits of Sealab.

The' prime objective of the Man in Sea ex-
periments was to find a way for the diver
to live “in his skin” without cumbersome
suits and equipment—at depths of 400 feet
or more. To accomplish this, Edwin Link
(inventor of World War II's famed “Link

. Trainer”) designed a submersible decom-

pression chamber and an undersea tent to
be sunk, inflated, and filled with a viable
breathing mixture. In the waters near Ville-
franche, France, Sténuit went down to check
out the Link cylinder. Tension surrounded
the preparations for this first test—the de-
velopment of a proper breathing mixture,
building the complicated equipment re-
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quired to keep Sténuit alive at the bottom,
figuring out the required decompression
period—as well as the hazardous dive itself,
which was complicated by a vicious mistral,
the loss of their helium supply, and Sténuit’s
helium-gaused inability to talk through the
intercom. But in spite of all the difficulties,
Sténuit stayed at 200 feet for a day and
a night.

The Villefranche test was a successful pre-
liminary to the longest deep dive which was
conducted in the bright waters of the
Bahamas, by Sténuit and his companion,
Jon Lindbergh. These two young men ex-
perienced, as no one had before, the com-
bined effects of the two crucial dimensions
of diving: depth and time. Their Submer-
sible, Portable, Inflatable Dwelling, a
simple rubber tent, was sunk 432 feet. At
9.30 A.M., they began their descent to the
SPID in the Link cylinder. They arrived on
the bottom at lunchtime. Sténuit logs their
underwater adventures, their difficulties
communicating with topside, the failure of
their electrical system, the nonfunctioning
of their gas filters with its concomitant dan-
ger of asphyxiation, as well as the dangerous
challenge of the ocean’s depths and the
thrill of conquest.

The success of Sténuit’s dive and of Link’s
project has paved the way for a new erafin
oceanography. Now there is a way for men
(women, too) to live and work in relative
comfort on the bottom of the sea. Sténuit’s
personal story is an exciting saga of adven-
ture. But more than that, THE DEEPEST
DAYS is a storehouse of information on the
dangers and problems of undersea explora-
tion, including: “rapture of the depths,” the
bends, the tragedy of the Thresher and
other lost submarines, as well as a lively
introduction to the sciences of the oceans.

It is safe to say that Robert Sténuit is the world’s most experienced
aquanaut. Born and educated in Brussels, he has spent most of his
working life underwater as a salvage expert or a test diver. He is
Chief Diver of the Man in Sea project, and will soon attempt a
saturation dive at 650 feet. Mr. Sténuit has written several books about
skin diving and underwater archaeology which have been published in
France, Belgium and Germany.
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By ROBERT STENUIT

Translated by Morris Kemp
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To my companions of the depths:
the American, French, and Russian aquanauts
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